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special use to those who are engaged in the comparative study
of religious and social phenomena generally. There may be
nothing new in the ideas, to which reference is constantly made
in this volume, that India, with its multiplicity of religions and
tribes, and its variety of political groups, is the best surviving
specimen, on a large scale, of the ancient world of history, the
Orbis vetcribus notus / and that the provincial administration
as well as the foreign policy of the Roman empire are repro-
duced, in several notable respects, by our system of government
in India. The conception is, of course, aided by the analogies
to be found between the position of the Romans in some oi
their proconsulates and legations, and that of Englishmen in
Bengal or in the Punjab; the administrative problems that
arise are much the same, and they are often solved in a similar
manner; insomuch that for the cases before our courts we can
sometimes find very close precedents in those recorded as
having been placed before Koman procurators or prefects.
The consequence is that these ideas are continually recurring to
the mind of any one who attempts to survey India at the present
day, and to .understand hi what state the English found the
country, and' what they are now doing there. All such
resemblances and comparisons help to bridge over the distance
between the ancient and the modern world, and to give more
distinct and familiar proportions to scenes and figures which
appear strange and beyond our own experience when we read of
them in history. We begin to feel the true religious atmo-
sphere of past ages, and to realize their political aspects. We see
that the polytheism of India still flows from sources and
assumes shapes similar to those which produced the beliefs and
worships of prae-Christian Europe; and we understand more
clearly the situation that is created whenever a great empire is-